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July 1", 1768. 

Resolved, 

That the Disposal of the Nottoway Scholarships be in the Presi- 
dent & Masters, & that the Visitation will pay a proper Eegard to 
the Eecommendation of the said President & Masters in all future 
Appointments to Scholarships they have a Eight to dispose of. , 



APPRENTICES. 

Att a Councill held att James Citty, July the third, 1692, 

The Rt. Hono™ ffrancis Nicholson, Esq'., their Ma ties L'-Gov- 
ernor and y e Hono We Councill. 

On y e E' Hono We y e L*-Governo r informeing y l he understands y' 
Governo" of Christ Church Hospitall in England complain they 
never hear from the boyes they binde Apprentices to y e Inhabi- 
tants of this Collony. It is orde ra y* y e severall masters of such 
boyes cause them to write at least twice a year to y e Governo" of 
y e said Hospitall, and fully pforme w l by their judgment they are 
bound to doe for them. And itt is further ordered y* if any of y e 
said Boyes masters shall dye, their Execute 13 or Adm rs comply with 
this order. And y e Eespective Justices of the peace in this Collony 
are orde ra to take care that this order be fully pformed, y 8 same 
tending greatly to y° Eeputacon and Credit of the Collony. 

Cop : Vera W. Edwards, cl. con. 

Yorke county, Septembe' 26, 1692, published in co rt and is re- 
corded. William Sedgwicke, cl. cur. 



OLD PLACES IN SURRY COUNTY. 

Bacon's Castle. 
In the lower part of the county of Surry, near the James River, 
is an antique brick mansion undoubtedly belonging to the seven- 
teenth century, called "Bacon's Castle,'" supposed by some to have 
been once fortified by Nathaniel Bacon, the leader of the Rebellion 
in 1676. In the journal of the ship Young Prince, Robert Morris, 
commander, from September 9, 1676, to January 29, 1677, 
is the following: "28 th [December, 1676] our men marched 
downwards to secure the lower parts; the guard at Allen's 8 brick 
house we hear is run away ; letters from Eookins 8 and from the 
Surry gentlemen. 29 th We carried the fort, and at night our forces 
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came up, being 120 foot and horse, not having been above 10 
miles down." (Calendar of State Papers, Colonial America and 
West Indies, 1675-76.) The commissioners appointed by the king 
to inquire into the history of Bacon's Rebellion reported that "the 
main service that was done for reducing the Eebels to obedience 
was done by the seamen and commanders of ships then riding in 
the rivers." The chief actors in this business were Capt. Robert 
Morris, riding in James River, and Capt. Thomas Grantham, rid- 
ing in York River. The last named brought about the surrender 
of Walklate and Ingram at West Point. 4 ( Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography, Vol. IV., 153, Sainsbury Papers.) 

Smith's Port. 
At the mouth of Gray's Creek, in Surry county, is a place called 
" Smith's Fort." I am told that the lines of the fort itself are still 
visible. Be that as it may, the name is a very old one, appearing 
in the land grants as early as 1640. It is romantically connected 
with our early history, because depositions in Surry show that 
Thomas Rolfe, grandson of Pocahontas, once owned the planta- 
tion called " Smith's Fort, " twelve hundred acres at the mouth of 
Gray's Creek, which he sold to Thomas Warren. There is re- 
corded in Surry, in 1674, a deed, dated June 10, 1654, from Thomas 
Rolfe to William Corker, conveying one hundred and fifty acres 
in Surry, lying between "Smith's fort old fields" and the "Divill's 
Woodyard Swamp," " being due unto the said Mr. Rolfe by gift 
from the Indyan king." But the doubt that the original name 
was derived from Capt. John Smith, or Sir Thomas Smith, trea- 
surer of the London Company, seems removed since an inspection 
of Smith's celebrated map of 1608 shows that at the mouth of 
Gray's Creek there was a place called " The New Fort." 

College Plantation. 
This appears in the land grants as a very early settlement, situ- 
ated on " College Creek," which flows into the James at the lower 
end of Surry. In 1670 it was Francis Newton's land, on which 
Anthony Stanford had built three sixty-foot "walplate tobacco 
houses," one "fifty-foot rafted house," and one thirty-foot dwelling- 
house, one twenty-foot house, and one house called " Quarter," fif- 
teen feet long. The gust of 1667 (which blew down fifteen thou- 
sand houses in Virginia) "destroyed all but the dwelling-houses, 
the one thirty-foot and the other twenty-foot, and the Quarter, and 
blew down most of the timber trees." (Surry County Records.) It 
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is known that after the massacre in 1622, Henrieopolis, which 
had been selected as the seat of the college, was abandoned. 
There are records which show, however, that the design of the col- 
lege was kept up for some years afterwards. Could this have been 
the new place selected for the institution f 

NOTES. 
■The term "Castle" was used at this time in the sense of fort. Castle 
duties were duties paid by ships as a kind of toll for the fort at Old Point. 
(Hening L, 176, &c, 533.) 

2 Major Arthur Allen was the founder of the Allen family, who were ex- 
tremely wealthy in slaves and lands. 

3 William Bookings was one of Bacon's majors. He was the son of Wil- 
liam Bookings, who came to Virginia in 1619, in the Bona Nova, and in 1624, 
aged 26, was a servant at Elizabeth City in Sergeant Barry's muster. (Hot- 
ten.) The Bobinson's Abstracts has under date 13 April, 1641 : "Whereas it 
appeareth to the Court by several depositions that Jane Bookins hath abused 
and scandalized the wife of George Burcher, calling her witch, which she, the 
said Bookins, doth not remember, but denyeth in open court and is sorry for 
the same offence, with which she, the said Burcher, was very well satisfied; the 
Court hath therefore ordered that William Bookins, husband of the said Jane, 
forthwith pay unto the said Burcher the expences and charges of Court in 
this behalf sustained, otherwise execution." I suspect that Jane Bookings 
was a relative of Henry Bandolph, since in the records of Surry appears the 
following : " Jane, the mother of William Bookings, and Mr. Henry Randolph, 
the subscriber, jointly purchased a negro woman. William, son of Henry 
Bandolph, being deceased, Henry Bandolph deeds the negro to William Book- 
ings, witnesses George Lee, William Bandolph. " William Bookings, the son here 
mentioned, was "taken in open Bebellion," and adjudged to death at a court- 
marshal held at Green Spring, the 24th January, 1676-'77, but died in prison 
before execution. (Hening II., 370, 547.) His will is dated July 13, 1676, 
and was proved in Surry county, July 1, 1679. He describes himself of 
"Plying Point, in the county of Surry," and mentions children William, Eliz- 
abeth, and Jane, and cousin Mary Short's children. "My will is that my son 
William be brought up to good education and that my two daughters have w k 
Education may be fitting for themj" if all three die, his property to go to the 
children of Capt. Nicholas Wyat, who, with his wife Prances and William 
Simonds and John King, was appointed guardian of his children, and to see 
his will performed; "any or all of my children to live on my plantation, and 
all my books to be equally divided among my three children." Deposition of 
John King, aged 33, "that he drew the will at testator's request July 13, 
1676, & did heare said Bookings say he would carry said will unto his brother 
Wyat." Thus it appears that Rookings married the sister of Capt. Nicholas 
Wyat, of Charles City, another of Bacon's officers (see Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography, Vol. III., 160), or it may be that Capt. Wyat married 
Bookings' sister. Under the confiscation act Bookings forfeited his estate, and 
there are in the Surry books many orders of court regarding Bookings and the 
other rebels. 



